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Prayerful Connections Corner 
 

Each year the Church Council adopts a theme on which to focus throughout the year.  This year the theme 

is Prayerful Connections: Celebrating our United Methodist Connection.  We will be praying for the 

churches and pastors in the West District of which we are a part as well as for the Rio Texas Conference 

Bishop and the members of his Cabinet. The following is a list of the churches, the pastors and their 

spouses for whom we will be praying through the end of February.   
 

April 19 Del Rio Principe de Paz Ricardo Rubio  Ofelia (spouse) 

April 26 Veribest   Mike Thomson Lisa (spouse) 

May 3   Robert Lee   Cyndi Weidner Jim (spouse) 

May 10 Menard   Mark Krause  Barbara (spouse) 
 

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 

in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 

Ephesians 6:18 
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Children-Led Worship 
 

Join us during worship on April 25 at 5:30 p.m. and April 26 at 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. for Children-Led Worship. Our theme this 

year is “Prayer: Help. Thanks. Wow.” We’ll explore the stories 

of Moses and how his mother’s prayer saved her son, of Jesus 

teaching those closest to him to pray, and of Jesus praying at 

Gethsemane. Music will be provided by the children’s hand bells 

and our three children’s choirs.  
 

Participating children are asked to be in the Sanctuary at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 25, 

for a complete run-through. They are also asked to wear their blue, Sierra Vista t-shirts. 

Honduras Mission Trip 2016 Info Meeting 
 

For those interested in being involved in the Honduras Mission Trip for 

2016, please save the date for either Sunday, May 3, during the Sunday 

School hour or Wednesday, May 6, at 6 pm.   



From Ken’s Keyboard 

 

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Easter has come; the tomb is empty. What 

a wonderful end to the Lenten season. From our Taize service, Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter services on Saturday and Sunday the mu-

sic was glorious! Thank you Dr. Kevin and the Choir, Sam Allen and the Praise Team, and all of you all 

following Wesley’s “Directions for Singing” to “sing lustily and with good courage (Hymnal vii).” Grady 

Bryan’s rendition of Were You There on Thursday evening was inspirational. Thanks also to Gary Speck 

for making the altar a visual embodiment of the season. And thanks with gratitude to all of you (as always 

too numerous to mention and I’d forget many) for your help behind and in front of the liturgical Lenten 

scene. I was truly able to worship. I pray you were able to as well. 
 

As it did 2000-plus years ago, life goes on. Confirmation continues for four more weeks. Confirmation 

Sunday is May 3. Your confirmands are awesome wonderful young adults with interesting questions and 

great attitudes.  
 

Children-led worship will be April 26. 

I am looking forward to their leader-

ship. Spontaneity is difficult to sup-

press. Witness the Holy Spirit at work 

with our kids. 
 

VBS is on the horizon. Plans are being 

finalized. It is labor-intensive. Come 

and help out. There are many and var-

ied skills needed. There is a place for 

you. It will bless you in greater meas-

ure than your efforts. 
 

I am blest to be your Pastor, even for a 

short period of time. It is home. May 

God continue to lead us where we 

need to be at work with Him. 
 

In Christ, 
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PRAYER  CONCERNS 
 

Continuing concerns: 
Diana Aguero  Jim Arnn  Shirley Arnn 

Katie Artnak  Peggy Jo Ashley Dinky Atkinson  
Katie Ball  Michelle Belk  Tanya Bermea 

Paula Beverly  Ron Bredemeyer Marion Brewer 

Minnie Clardy  Larry Dannheim Louise Davis 

Jamie Dean  J. C. Dempsey  Ross Dutton 
Alishia Dover-Wadley Alex Edwards  Dorothy Edwards 

Kelly Edwards  Ken Granzin  Pam Groce 

Bruce Heare  Patti Herendeen  B.J. Hoffman 
Leona Hudzietz  Chance Ingram  Nancy Johnson 

Whitfield Johnson Duck Kasner  Kelly Kollasch 

Stephanie Lanier Amy Lapp  Betty Larsen 

Charlie Low  Dave Lynn  Jaci Mitchell 
Monica Minor  Craig Partusch  Dennis Patillo 

Dick Richey  Marie Savoi  Celeste Shoulders 

Doug Smith  Tres Spieker  Lucille Strother 
Pat Thompson  Doris Watts  Kirk Wheeler 

Jeananne White  Johnny White  D.E. Whitten 

Journey Weise  Vicki Wilson  Jim Wright 
Pat Young 
 

Recent concerns: 
Grady Baker  Carmen Behrens Malava Blanton 

Dahaune Bloodworth Della Carpenter  Kristi Carter 

Shelby Childres  Amy Doherty  Ellen Ely 
Steve Fought  Willene Harlan  June Hicks 

Mary Holubec  Virginia Jones  Kassie Jordan 

Wendy Kaufmann JoAnn Lee  Leigh Lloyd 
Bambie Lynde  Mary McClure  Vanessa McIver 

Juanell McKnight Pat Maddox  Sue Meek 

Jim Montgomery Margaret Revovato Betty Ruede 

Ken Wadley  Kathy Ward  Tiffany Whigham 

Our Nation  
 

Condolences: 
Family and friends of Joann Meadows on her death on April 8, 2015 

Pam Holubec & family on the death of her mother 

LOOKING FOR A  

CHURCH HOME? 
 

Each Sunday morning at 9:45 am 

those interested in finding out more 

about Sierra Vista meet in room 204 

of the Life Center (gym).  All first 

time visitors and ongoing visitors are 

welcome.  No RSVP is required. 

You will find a comfortable small 

group and a place to get acquainted 

and ask questions. 
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   Hallelujah! We did it again  - 52 

Baskets of Blessings and 76 hams 

were delivered to Project Dignidad. 

Thanks to Libby Mims for helping 

me organize the project this year, 

Dale Middleton for driving the bus, 

the Sierra Vista youth for loading the 

baskets, and last and most—YOU—the church—

for your generous and gracious donations and crea-

tive participation in sharing Easter Joy with so 

many. 

Thanks, Liz Mohler 
 

   A big thank you to everyone at Sierra Vista for 

your thoughts, prayers, texts, cards, emails, calls, 

food and memorials during this time of the loss of 

my father. Words cannot describe how much my 

family and I appreciate your support and prayers. 

You are all appreciated. Blessings to all of you. 

Sincerely, Daina Schwartz 
 

Dear Friends, 

   Thank you very much for your donation of 

$156.09. Our work to build a better future for the 

young people of the Concho Valley wouldn’t be 

possible without you! 

Sincerely, Sammye Ruppeck, Ex. Dir. 
 

Dear Sierra Vista Family, 

   As I faced the uncertainty of my cancer diagno-

sis, I was surrounded by the love and faith of my 

church family like never before.  With faith you 

put me at the feet of the Healer and I have been 

made well.  I want you all to know how I cherish 

every hug, card, meal and especially your prayers 

for me and my family.  My family and I have wit-

nessed God's love through you, and I can never 

thank you enough! 

Love in Christ, Tracy McIver 
 

   I want to thank the SV group who came up with 

the idea of “Top Secret” Random Acts of Lent 

Kindness! My healthy snack was a wonderful idea 

and I enjoyed every bite. Thank you from all of us 

that you RALK’d! We don’t know who you are, 

but we appreciate you and this fun idea… counting 

down the days to Easter.  

Christ Has Risen Indeed!  

Joy Allen & all the others 

Sermon Link  
 

Saturday & Sunday’s sermons are 

now available on the Sierra Vista 

website at www.sierravista.org 

A special thank you to the wonder-

ful, cheerful, helpful group of Vista 

Volunteers on Mar. 10th to produce 

the newsletter.  They include: 
 

Pat Towler   Bert Brewer 

Michele Hester-Reyes Lynn Barlow 

Bonnie Sumey  Susan Frost 

Jerri Schooler   Martha McMeans 

JoAnn Livingston  Ida Mae Shawn 

Mary Waites   George O’Malley 

Healing Prayer Group 

11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month 

Pastor Tamara’s office 

All are welcome. 

Lectionary Scripture Readings 
 
 

Apr. 19 Acts 3:12-19 

  Psalm 4 

  1 John 3:1-7 

  Luke 24:36b-48 

Apr. 26 Acts 4:5-12 

  Psalm 23 

  1 John 3:16-24 

  John 10:11-18 

Young Life Golf Tournament 
Monday, April 27 

San Angelo CC 
$125/player or hole sponsor 

 

For more information, contact: Steve Van 
Hoozer, 650-0986 or Jason Bush 262-5490 
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J.O.Y.ful News! 
 

3rd Tuesday, April 21, 2015 

 10:00 a.m.  - SAM’s  -  

     Gus Clemens Presents: San Saba Silver 

  The story begins with silver, or imagined silver. 

Apache silver hidden along the banks of the San 

Saba river in mines once worked by Spaniards & 

Indian slaves. The story of the possible discovery 

of silver near the San Saba Mission near Menard, 

lured Jim Bowie to Texas. A mass migration of 

German immigrants, wanting to get rich, followed. 

Gus will discuss these early days of the Republic 

of Texas. Lunch will follow in the Chapel Hall. 
 

1st Tuesday, May 5, 2015 

 9:00 am - Fun Fest in the Life Center 
   Fellowship, Devotional, Games, Covered Dish 

Lunch. 
 

2nd Tuesday, April 12, 2015 

  9:45 a.m. - Circuit Singers  

   We’ll meet in the Choir Room. We’ll leave the 

Sierra Vista at 10:00 a.m. to visit two assisted liv-

ing facilities.  We’ll pass out Cokesbury Hymnals 

and lead residents in hymns from the golden days. 

Wear your Circuit Singers blue shirt or we’ll pro-

vide a vest. We’ll then have lunch before returning 

to Sierra Vista. 

Don’t forget to wear your nametag to church! If 

you don’t have one, you may call the office to or-

der one. They are $5.50 each. 

Hope is a forward looking reality. Let your hope 
spring eternal through a gift to the church’s Per-
manent Endowment Fund. 

The deadline for articles in the Vista News is at 5 

p.m. on the following: 

           Wed., Apr. 22nd 

 May 7th 

Newsletters are mailed 

the following Tuesdays. 

Peanut Butter for the Food Bank 
 

The Covenant Bible Study will be col-

lecting peanut butter from now until 

Easter. Our goal is 100 jars! You may 

bring it to church on Sundays or to the 

Fellowship Hall beside the office.  

Gifts were given: 
 

In Memory of: 
 

Alvin Richard Skiles, 

 by Daina & Kent Schwartz to Organ Fund 

 by Francine & Gary Gilbert 

Louise Bazzell, 

 by Liz & Jim Mohler to Youth Missions 

Alice Davidson, 

 by Diana & Chuck Kirking  

  to Permanent Endowment 

Tudy Lamberton, 

 by Karlene & Bruce McLaren  

  to Organ Fund 

JoAnn Smith, 

 by Lola Squyres to VBS 

Dorothy Stiles, 

 by Kathy & Justin White 

 by Joyce Edwards 

 by JoAnn & Lee Livingston to SAM’s 

 by Jessie & Jerry Lee to Youth 

 by Joy & Sam Allen to SAM’s 

 by Joyce & Royce Sprott to Organ Fund 

 by Laura & Alan Bloebaum to Organ Fund 

 by Pam & Bill Holubec  

  to Permanent Endowment 

 by Marie & Joe Budd 

 by Rosalie Hopper 

Evelyn Copenhaver, 

 by Pam & Bill Holubec  

  to Permanent Endowment 
 

In Honor of: 
 

Wilma Duke, 

 by Cydnie & Mike Worley to Organ Fund 

Suzy & Pat Makins, 

 by Scott Makins to Organ Fund 

Sheri & Lloyd Norris, 

 by Joy & Sam Allen to Youth 

Tipton Lee, 

 by Laura Velez to Mary Lee Art Fund 

Lynn Young, 

 by Laura Velez to Mary Lee Art Fund 

Gilbert Greene, 

 by Laura Velez to Mary Lee Art Fund 

Roy Moon, 

 by San Angelo Chamber Singers to AV 
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RECYCLING DEVOTIONALS 
 

Don't throw away your daily devotional reading 

booklets, bring Place them in the cabinet drawers 

marked "Project Dignidad". Help spread God's 

word in this way. 

Alta Loma News 
 

Alta Loma Angels Meeting 
 

Our next meeting will be  April 13 at 5:15 in S-2. 

For more info, call Shirley Oliphant at 949-7683 

or 656-9740 or email shirlo225@hotmail.com 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

Prayers for Children - We meet at Alta Loma, 

during House of Faith’s time, on the 2nd Wednes-

day of the month at 4:30 p.m.  to pray for the chil-

dren, their families and Alta Loma Elementary. 

You don’t have to be a member of the committee; 

everyone is invited. 
 
 

April – Treats for teachers  
 

April 21-22 – Starr Testing  Mathematics on April 

21 and Reading on April 22 
 

Bed Project 
 

To date  we have provided a total of 220 beds,  pil-

lows,  comforters, and sheet sets to  children who 

did not have beds.   Of the 220 beds delivered, 30 

were given to Alta Loma Children; 16 were Kin-

dergarten and first grade. 
 

Coming in June 
 

G FORCE  

God’s Love in Action 

VBS @ Sierra Vista UMC 

June 8 – 11    

8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Chair Pilates 

Fridays  -  10-10:45 a.m. Life Center 106 

Designed to strengthen the core muscles which 

support good posture & balance. 
 

Chair Yoga 

Wednesdays  -  10-11 a.m. Life Center 106 

Designed to help increase balance, flexibility & 

strength. 

LIFE Group? 
 

Are you interested joining a LIFE Group. It is a 

wonderful time of study and fellowship! I you are 

interested, or would like more information, please 

call Mary McClure at 944-7733. 

Sierra Vista University Spring Classes 
 

Listen:  Praying in a Noisy World by Rueben Job 
 Date:  Thursdays, April  - May 14  

 Time:  10 - 11:30 am  

 Room:  Prayer Room   
 Facilitator:  Rev. Tamara Strehli  

Bible 101 
 Dates:  Sundays,  April  12 - May 3  
 Time:  4 - 5:30 pm  

 Room: FH 

 Instructor:  Rev. Dr. Ken Dahlberg 

Healing Prayer Study and Practice 
 Date:  Sundays, April 12-May 17th  

 Time:  2 - 3:30 pm  
 Room:  Fellowship Hall  

 Cost:  $10 for book - Stretch Out Your Hand   

 Instructor:   Rev. Tamara Strehli 

Prayer:  Does It Make Any Difference? 

 Dates:  Tuesdays, April 14 - May 26 
 Time:  6 - 7 pm  

 Room: Chapel Hall 

 Facilitator:  Rev. Tamara Strehli 
 Cost:  $8 for participant guide 

Learning to Crochet 
 Dates:  Tuesdays, April 14 - May 19 
 Times:  2-3:30 p.m. 

 Dates:  Tuesdays, April 21 - May 26 

 Times:  10-11:30 a.m. 
 Room: Life Center 105 

 Instructor:  Barbara Salvato 

 Supplies:  bring a J crochet hook  
  and a stain of yarn 

Chair Yoga Exercise Program  

 Date:  Wednesdays - ongoing 

 Time:  10-11:00 am  

 Room: Life Center 106 
 Facilitator:  Rev. Tamara Strehli 

Chair Pilates Exercise Program  

 Date:  Fridays - ongoing 

 Time:  10-10:45 am  
 Room: Life Center 106 

 Facilitator:  Rev. Tamara Strehli 



Page 6 Apr. 14, 2015 AGE LEVEL NEWS 

For additional information on any 
children½s activity, please call the 
C h u r c h  O f f i c e  o r  e m a i l 
kduke@sierravista.org  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-Week Reminders: 

KICK 
 

The final full rehearsal for April 25 and 26’s Chil-

dren-Led Worship will be Wednesday, April 22. 

On Wednesday, April 29, we will pick children up 

from school for the final time this spring semester. 

Parents need to be sure to make other arrangements 

for their children throughout the month of May. 

 

Flower Power: Send a Kid to Camp! 
 

On Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 10th, long-stem 

roses will be offered in the Narthex before and af-

ter both services. Love offerings and donations will 

be taken toward the children’s camp scholarship 

fund.  Help honor mothers AND send kids to 

camp! 

 

Children’s Church Announcement 
 

In order to encourage children to spend valuable 

time worshiping with their families, our normal 

Children’s Church activities will be on hiatus 

throughout the summer. Children’s Church for kin-

dergarten through third grade will continue through 

Sunday, May 24th. 

 

VBS: June 8 through 11, 2015 

8:30 a.m.  -  12:30 p.m. 

4 years through 6th Grade 
 

Be a part of it! 

Register now:  

http://2015.cokesburyvbs.com/svumc 

 

An Egg-stra Special Thank You! 
 

On Easter Sunday, the “Egg-stravaganza” 

provided an Easter egg hunt for over 80 

children. Thank you to those special people 

who donated eggs, as well as to Cindy 

Love and Brittany Lewright for stuffing 

over 300 of them! 
 

Also, we are grateful to the Easter Sunday servant 

crew who helped lead Sunday school and guide 

kids on their egg-hunting adventures: Allison 

Bright, Dana Behrens, Jan Chitsey, the Ditmore 

Family, the Edinburgh Family, Brittany Lewright, 

Jean Ann Owens, Joyce Sprott, and the 4th- and 5th-

graders. THANK YOU! 

 

Family & Children’s Ministries: 

Summer Dates to Remember 
 

Summer Sunday School begins: May 31 

Mission: Possible (4th-6th grades): June 1 & 22; Ju-

ly 6 & 20; and August 3 & 17 

Care & Share (K-3rd grades): June 25 and July 16 

Picnic with the Pastors: July 21 

Children’s Camp: August 9-13 

 

For more information, Children’s Ministries  

summer newsletters are available now in the 

Church Office and Narthex. 

A Peek into the Children’s Center Nursery 
 

In April and May, our Bible stories are: 
 

April 12 – Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind (John 9) 

April 19 – Jesus Heals 10 Men (Luke 17) 

April 26 – Jesus Brings Lazarus Back to Life (John 

11) 

May 3 – The Church Follows Jesus (Acts 2, 4) 

May 10 – Saul Begins to Follow Jesus (Acts 9) 

May 17 – Lydia Follows Jesus (Acts 16) 

May 24 – The Jailer Follows Jesus (Acts 16) 

May 31 – Paul Helps People Follow Jesus (Acts 

28) 
 

We will have an Arts and Crafts project each 

week, closing with a circle prayer and singing “Go 

Now in Peace.” 
 

Be on the lookout for the Heart Tugs flyer each 

week to share with your child. 
 

Brenda Richardson, Nursery Ministries Director 
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Soda Can Pulls 
 

Remember to continue saving 

your soda can pull tops. 24 

pounds of pulls will help a family 

of 4 spend a night in the Ronald 

McDonald House. Thank you for all 

your support! 
 

Stained Glass & Scenic Note Cards 
 

We have packages of note cards of the stained 

glass windows of Sierra Vista for $8 for a package 

of 12 cards. We are also offering some scenic note 

cards with different scriptures. They are $15 for a 

package of 24. And the San Angelo Lily Collec-

tion. They are $10.00 for a box of 8. They come 

with or without scripture and in a box with a rib-

bon… perfect for gift giving. Come by the church 

office to buy a box or two. 
 

Secret Prayer Partners 
 

Secret Prayers partners are working their magic! I 

have heard wonderful things from the youth about 

their prayer partners! If you haven’t sent a card to 

your yet, please do that this week! Thanks again 

for saying yes! Being a prayer partner is an easy 

way to make a HUGE difference! 

Grace & Grub 
 

On March 26th, we fed about 180 teenagers 

from Central High School. They love, 

love, love your contribution to their fabu-

lous FREE taco salad lunch. If you see any 

of these angels out and about, please say 

thanks for a successful March “Grace and Grub”: 

Sharon Felts, Karlene McLaren, Cindy Love, Nan-

cy Krasny, Nancy Knight, Becceye Reece, Sue 

Lawrence, Jessica Glass, Lynette Ott, Adra Enos, 

Evonne Teague, Judy Herring, Billie Myers, Karen 

Marks, Marsha Housley, Kristie Flores, Joyce 

Sprott, Kelly Duke, Tanya Turner, Jean Hase, Joe 

& Martha McMeans, Kimberly Cobb, Marie Mar-

shall, Diane Ditmore, Debbie Montgomery, Amy 

Arnold, Lorie Cantu, Bobbie Jo Griffith, Dale Mid-

dleton, Roy Harvey, Kristie Richardson, Roberta 

Hinshaw, Marilyn Gladson, Ann Dodgen, Bill Ott, 

Joy Allen and Ken Dahlberg. This month “Grace 

and Grub” will be April 23rd. Please call Tina or 

Will if you are interested in cooking, serving or 

bringing an item. God’s blessings to you all for 

your continued, loving support of the youth of Sier-

ra Vista and San Angelo. 
 

2015 Youth Mission Trips 
 

The Mission Trips for 2015 are set. Junior High 

will be going to Quest Ranch in Canyon Lake, Tex-

as on June 15th – 20th. The Senior High trip will be 

to Moore, OK., from June 28th – July 4th. We’ll be 

working on houses damaged or destroyed by the 

tornadoes in 2013. I’m so excited about these op-

portunities and look forward to being the hands and 

feet of Christ, as well as serving beside the Youth 

of Sierra Vista. 
 

Easter Lillies 
 

The Easter lilies looked beautiful this 

year once again! If you purchased any, 

please be sure you to check to see if 

you have paid for yours. It has been a 

busy season and we sometimes don’t get payments 

credited very timely!  
 

мпо 
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
 

2015 Budget    $1,264,276.00 
Anticipated Monthly Income/Expense $  105,356.33 
 
Anticipated JAN-FEB 2015  $   210,712.66 
 

Budget Income JAN 2015   $   106,045.91 
Budget Income FEB 2015   $     97,867.53 
  Total Income JAN-FEB 2015  $   203,913.44 
 

Budget Expense JAN 2015  $     97,447.49 
Budget Expense FEB 2015  $   102,925.86 
  Total Expense JAN-FEB 2015  $   200,373.35 
Net FEB 28, 2015   $       3,540.09 
 

Restricted Gifts JAN 1-APR 15, 2015 

CDC Scholarship   $          190.72 
Celebration Box    $          801.27 
Children’s Fund-raisers   $       1,059.00 
Children’s Special   $          100.00 
City-wide Bed Project   $       1,550.00 
Conference: No More Malaria  $            50.00 
Harvest Festival    $            10.00 
Landscape    $       2,000.00 
Mary Lee Art Enrichment Fund  $            65.00 
Men’s Bible Conversation  $          322.25 
Mid-Week Ministries:KICK  $          695.00 
Mission Trips (Youth)   $       1,100.00 
Music     $       1,500.00 
Outreach: Alta Loma   $          600.00 

Altar Rail Account (Pastorsô Discretionary Fund): 
Beginning balance JAN 1, 2015  $       2,555.50 
Received JAN-FEB 2015   $          707.00 
Spent JAN-FEB 2015   $       1,625.60  
Balance FEB 28, 2015   $       1,636.90 

ATTENDANCE  
  

   MAR     MAR      MAR      MAR MAR 
        1         8   15   22    29 
 5:30 p.m.      44        76   59   54    74 
 8:30 a.m.   125 147 129 179  215 
11:00 a.m.   213 200 169 180  233 
Total    382 423 357 413  522 
  

Sunday School   250 210 249 254  247 

Unknown Addresses: 
We’ve lost touch with Chris Nason, Gene & Lau-

rie Trotta & Wendy E. Cox. Please contact the 

Church Office, 325-944-4041, if you have current 

contact information. Thank you. 

Organ replacement   $     30,579.00 
Outreach: Mac & Cheese  $          265.00 
Permanent Endowment Fund  $            95.00 
Prayer Shawl Ministry   $          200.00 
Project Dignidad (food value)  $       1,322.00 
Senior Adult Ministries Special  $          334.00 
Sierra Vista Men   $          241.73 
Youth Special    $          960.11 


