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Meat Sales 
 

There will be both chickens 
& briskets for sale. CHICK-

ENS WILL BE SOLD ON 

A FIRST-COME BASIS at $8 per 

whole chicken. Briskets will be sold on 

a pre-order basis. Briskets are $8.25 a 

pound or approximately $33-$75 each. 

To pre-order a brisket, please fill out a 

form in the Narthex or contact a mem-

ber of the CCC Sunday School Class. 
Briskets & chickens must be picked up 

on Saturday, Oct. 3rd. 

LUNCH SERVED 11 A.M.-1 P.M. 

Meal   $10  Sandwich   $8 

Pre-orders  -  On-site sales  -  Take home plates 

BRISKET by the pound; CHICKENS 

 

 

27th Annual  
HARVEST FESTIVAL 

SATURDAY, October 3, 2015 
8:00 am 

GARAGE SALE 

8:00 a.m. 
 

AUCTIONS 

Silent 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
(Credit Cards accepted) 

COUNTRY STORE 

  CASSEROLES 

    BAKED GOODS 

        KIDS’ GAMES 

          PUMPKIN PATCH 

ACTIVITIES FOR ALL 

Harvest Festival  
Proceeds go to:  

 

Grape Creek UMC Food Pantry 
House of Faith 

Local Church Outreach 

New Bridge Family Shelter 
Young Life/Young Lives 

 

The Pumpkin Patch will be open!!!!  
9:00 am -9:00 pm  

Come wander through the Patch  
with your children!  

Pumpkins! Pumpkins!!! 
 

This message is to get you thinking about “orange orbs” called 

pumpkins! We’ll unload the 1st shipment on Wednesday, Sep-

tember 30th at 5:00 pm.  We need LOTS OF VOLUNTEERS to 

unload. Call Tina or Ann, 944-4041, if you can help! 
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Sermon Link  
 

Saturday & Sunday’s 

sermons are now availa-

ble on the Sierra Vista 

website at 

www.sierravista.org 

SIERRA VISTA NEWS OF INTEREST 

Hope is a forward looking reality. 
Let your hope spring eternal 
through a gift to the churchôs Per-
manent Endowment Fund. 

The dead-

line for 

articles in 

the Vista News is at 5 p.m. on the 

following: 

 Sept. 24th 

 Oct. 8th 

Newsletters are mailed the follow-

ing Tuesdays. 

PRAYER  CONCERNS  
 

Continuing concerns: 
Diana Aguero  Jim Arnn  Shirley Arnn 

Katie Artnak  Peggy Jo Ashley Dinky Atkinson  

Katie Ball  Tanya Bermea  Paula Beverly 
Marion Brewer  Minnie Clardy  Larry Dannheim 

Louise Davis  J. C. Dempsey  Amy Dohtery 

Ross Dutton  Alishia Dover-Wadley Alex Edwards 
Dorothy Edwards Kelly Edwards  Ellen Ely 

Gay Faulkner  Pam Groce  Angela Gustin 

Bruce Heare  Patti Herendeen  B.J. Hoffman 

Leona Hudzietz  Chance Ingram  Nancy Johnson  
Whitfield Johnson Darlene Jones  Duck Kasner 

Betty Larsen  Jaci Mitchell  Monica Minor 

Dennis Patillo  Johnny Prosise  Dick Richey 
Marie Savoi  Doug Smith  Tres Spieker 

Lucille Strother  Kim Taylor  Pat Thompson 

Doris Watts  Kirk Wheeler  D.E. Whitten 
Journey Weise  Jim Wright  Pat Young 
 

Recent concerns: 
Sam Allen  Mariah Cline  Vickie Curry 

Mike DeLoach  Karen Dupree  Karen Evans 

Rodney Floyd  Juan Garcia  Deedee Gillis 
Bill Grosvenor  Melvin Gryder  Sybil Gryder 

Angela Gustin  David Harlan  Lyssa Hasty 

Sue Heinze  Laura Jackson  Hailey Knight 
Derrick Love  Patty McGonagal Dale Mullis 

Jackie Parker  Leticia Parker  January Pate 

Dora Pena  Sydney Sheldon  Sheri Squire 

Jamie Jo Temple Mark Thornton  Kim Walters 
Deane Warnick  Connie Welch  Shirley Whitehead 

Michael Wilkins Jr. Kenneth Young  Our Nation   

Hospitalized: 
Michael Asebedo Lenore Longnecker-S Harold Maier 
Reed Marricle  Nolan Sperry  Alayna Turney 
 

Condolences: 
Natalie, Jeffrey & Claire Bryan on the death of their husband and father 

Grady Bryan. 

Alicia Wilder & family on the death of her cousin in Memphis. 
Robbie Longest & family on the death of his brother. 

Carrie Burkland & family on the death of her brother-in-law. 

Please find your 

name tag and start 

wearing it to 

church so that our 

new pastor can 

begin to learn 

names and faces! If you don’t have 

one, you may call the office to or-

der one. They are $5.50. 

Prayer Connections Corner 
 

We’ll be praying for these churches & pastors: 
 

Sept. 20 Odessa  Rev. Oscar Lovos 

Sept. 27 St. Luke Rev. Bill Harris 

Oct. 4  Barksdale Rev. Linda O’Neal 

Oct. 11  Grape Creek Rev. Cathy McCorkle 

COFFEE WITH 

THE PASTOR 
 

Pastor Stan Whites 

will be starting 

“Coffee with the Pas-

tor” on Sunday, September 20th, at 9:45 a.m in 

LC 105. All first time visitors and ongoing visitors 

are welcome.  No RSVP is required. You will find 

a comfortable small group and a place to get ac-

quainted and ask questions. 
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To My Church Family, 

   I am blessed more than I can say 

by all of you. Marland and I are 

overwhelmed by all your kindness 

and hope that we can return what we 

got from you to others because it 

means so much. 

Blessings, Marland & Sheri Squire 
 

   There’s no way for us to adequately express our 

thanks and gratitude to those who baked desserts 

and breads for our Bake Sale. The response was 

humbling. We were warmed by the overwhelming 

response, we should not have been surprised—this 

is Sierra Vista! We filled 5 tables with homemade 

treats. To compete the circle, we had an awesome 

response from those who came to buy from us. 

With the proceeds from the sale, and a generous 

donation from the Covenant Class, we collected a 

little over $2,500. This money was deposited in the 

Honduras Mission Trip Fund. This fund is a line 

item in the budget. If anyone would like to help 

support this mission, donations can be made to this 

fund. The money will be used to help with our ex-

penses and our supplies. 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts, 

The Honduras Mission Team 
 

Dear Friends, 

   Thank you very much for your donation of $289. 

We deeply appreciate your generous support of the 

children of the Concho Valley. 

Sincerely, Sammye Ruppeck, Ex. Dir. 
 

Sierra Vista, 

   Please know how much I appreciate the facilities 

you share with everyone for the Community Band 

performances. The venue is so pleasant and com-

fortable for all. 

Sybil Snodgrass 

ATTENDANCE  
  

    AUG     AUG      AUG     AUG AUG 
        2         9   16  23   30 
 5:30 p.m.      56       53   68   65   81 
 8:30 a.m.   189 206 152 194 182 
11:00 a.m.   226 228 481 285 269 
Total    471 487 701 544 532 
  

Sunday School   240 196 264       220 254 

Gifts were given: 
 

In Memory of: 
 

Don, Barbara, Kenneth & Brian Buercklin,  

     to the Mary Lee Art Fund, 

 by Sharon Felts 
 

In Honor of: 
 

Kevin Lambert, to the Organ Fund, 

 by Brenda & Rick Richardson 

Ken Dahlberg, to the Organ Fund, 

 by Kay Jackson 

A special thank you to the wonderful, 

cheerful, helpful group of Vista Volun-

teers on August 25th to produce the 

newsletter.  They include: 
 

Patty Towler   Bonnie Sumey 

JoAnn Livingston Lee Livingston 

Judy Knepshield Micheleôs father 

Jerri Schooler  Ida Mae Shawn 

Mary Waites  Susan Frost 

Lynn Barlow  Evonne Teague 

Lectionary Scripture Readings 
 

Sept. 20 Proverbs 31:10-31 

  Psalm 1 

  James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

  Mark 9:30-37 

Sept. 27 Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

  Psalm 124 

  James 5:13-20 

  Mark 9:38-50 

How many blondes  
does it take to put on a 

Good Show? 
 

Blonde Moments are 
back!!!!! Join Ellen, Diane & 
Nancy for a evening of fun 
music on Saturday, Sep-

tember 26th at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel Hall. 
The concert is free. A free will offering will be tak-
en to benefit one of the ministries of Sierra Vista 
UMC. Come join us for this fun evening! 
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HARVEST FESTIVAL AUCTION DONATIONS 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2015 

 

___________________________________________   _________________ 
   Name        Phone Number 
 

Items should be new, like new or of a quality that you would want to bid on yourself. We reserve the 
right to place items in the Garage Sale if that is a more appropriate fit. 
 

 _________________________________________________________  _____________________ 
 

If the value isnôt indicated, we will specify Best Bid. Your name will be listed on the bid sheet as the do-
nor unless you check here:  Anonymous __________ 

Please complete the form & place in the offering plate or return it to the Church Office.  
 

BRING DONATION(S) TO THE CHURCH OFFICE.   THANKS! 

CASSEROLES NEEDED! 
 

Would you like to make casseroles to donate to 

sell at Harvest Festival? If so, foil pans with lids 

are available in the Narthex. Please use the foil 

pans we have purchased. Bring the frozen 

casseroles back to the church before Harvest 

Festival. Be sure to mark on the outside what 

kind of casserole it is & the basic ingredients. 

Harvest Festival Country Store 
 

It’s almost time for Harvest Festi-

val. Our Country Store needs 

craft items, jellies, jams, plants, 

and any other hand-crafted items 

to sell for Harvest Festival. Call Beverly Nevins 

or the Church Office for more information. Call 

the Church Office if you would like to bring 

your sale items early. 

Harvest Festival Bake Sale 
 

DONATIONS OF BAKED GOODS 

are needed for our upcoming Harvest 

Festival:  Pies, cakes, cupcakes, cookies, candy/

fudge, snack mixes, especially bread, cinnamon 

rolls, brownies & muffins. Please bring to Life 

Center Room 106 on Friday, October 2nd  or 

early Saturday. PRICE YOUR ITEMS & LIST 

MAIN INGREDIENTS OR RECIPE. WORK-

ERS ARE ALSO NEEDED FESTIVAL 

MORNING. If you can work at the Bake Sale, 

please contact Laura Bloebaum at 944-1453 or 

Sue Holdren at 340-7136.  

The Garage Sale is Coming!!! 
 

Start going through your used items and work-

ing appliances. PLEASE don’t bring any bro-

ken, dirty or unusable junk. NO CLOTHES! 

You may bring your items to the Bus Barn 

beginning September 20th. If you need help 

with larger items, please call the Church Office, 

944-4041. 

Harvest 

Festival 

2015 

Needs 

You!!!  

 

HARVEST FESTIVAL and 

Trunk or Treat Needs: 2 liter 

drinks for ring toss, lots of 

CANDY, loose change for the 

Gold mine, lots of CANDY, 

spray hair color and LOTS of CAN-

DY!!! You can drop stuff off at the 

church office or in the narthex on Sat-

urday or Sunday. Thank you for  your 

support!  

Drive-Thru Lunch Pick-up Available 
 

Chicken & brisket lunches will be available in the 

drive-thru in the front parking lot. Lunch tickets 

may be bought ahead of time or the day of the 

festival. The drive-thru will be open 11:00 am-

1:00 pm. 
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J.O.Y.ful News! 
 

1st Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

 9:00 am - Fun Fest in the Life Center 
   Fellowship, Devotional, Games, Covered Dish 

Lunch. 
 

2nd Tuesday, October 13, 2015 

  9:45 am  - Circuit Singers  

   We’ll meet in the Choir Room. We’ll leave Sier-

ra Vista at 10:00 a.m. to visit 2 assisted living fa-

cilities.  We’ll pass out Cokesbury Hymnals and 

lead residents in hymns from the golden days. 

Wear your Circuit Singers blue shirt or we’ll pro-

vide a vest. We’ll then have lunch before returning 

to Sierra Vista. 
 

3rd Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

 10 a.m., SAMôs Outing -  Capron Bits & 

Spurs in Christoval 

  Wilson Capron is a true artist in the design and 

production of fine bits, spurs and buckles. We will 

be treated to a look at these processes. He will also 

explain such fascinating insights as the importance 

of bit design in a horse’s reaction to a rider’s sig-

nal. Lunch will follow at one of Christoval’s fine 

restaurants. 

Alta Loma News 
 

Alta Loma Angels Meeting 
 

Our next meeting is TBA. For more info, call 

Shirley Oliphant at 949-7683 or 656-9740 or 

email shirlo225@hotmail.com   
 

Teacher Appreciation 
 

We’re looking for volunteers to choose a month to 

treat the staff (approx. 40 persons) with small to-

kens of encouragement. Lunch is prepared for the 

staff during walk through days. FMI contact Lu 

Ann Lupton. 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

Sept – May – Teacher Appreciation  -  contact Lu-

Ann Lupton @ 944-2420 for more information 

Sept – May – lunches for staff throughout the 

school year – dates TBA 

Pie Day – pies made or bought and given to the 

AL staff – TBA 

Dec – date TBA – Christmas in the Courtyard. If 

you would like to volunteer, call Lola Squyres @ 

223-0647 or Dee Lackey @ 942-0194 FMI. 
 

Mentors Needed 
 

Consider being a Mentor! Make a difference in a 

child’s life. Is the Holy Spirit stirring in you? Are 

you hearing God’s call? Watch for more infor-

mation about signing up in the near future. 
 

Calling all Prayer Warriors 
 

Prayer warriors needed for AL staff. This involves 

sending cards, emails, etc. to lift the staff members 

up.  FMI contact Joyce Sprott @ 949-4595. 
 

Books, books!! 
 

Watch for more information about the kinds of 

books needed for gifts to the children of Alta Lo-

ma for Christmas. 
 

Bed Project 
 

We are now providing 25-30 beds per month. 

More details in the next newsletter. 

COLLEGE CRAZIES 
 

College Crazies Ministry of Sierra Vista keeps in 

touch with Sierra Vista’s young adults for the first 

5 years after they graduate from high school and 

longer in certain situations.  This includes ALL 

young people who graduated  between 2011-2015 

whether they are attending college, vocational 

school, in the military, working or whatever their 

circumstances are.   They will be sent 6-8 mailings 

designed to remind them  that God loves them and 

that their Sierra Vista family is praying for them.  

Information has been sent out to the parents of 

these young adults so when you receive it, please 

be sure to fill out the enclosed form and return it to 

Sandy Sawyer by mail, e-mail, or by dropping it 

off at the church office as soon as possible.  If you 

have NOT received this information, PLEASE 

contact Sandy at 245-8338 or demsaw-

yers@hotmail.com and she will be happy to get it 

to you or you can pick up the forms in the church 

office.  Also, if you have any questions, please let 

her know. 

The Friends SS Class is collecting men’s clothes & 

shoes, as well as women’s shoes, for the Carlsbad 

State School clients. We will be collecting all sizes 

until Nov. 1st. Please check your closet and donate 

if you can. Thanks for your help! 
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For additional information on any 
children½s activity, please call the 
C h u r c h  O f f i c e  o r  e m a i l 
kduke@sierravista.org  

 

The Second Story 
 

On September 13th, the first 

“Second Story” will occur dur-

ing both the 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

services. It will continue on the 

2nd and 4th Sundays of each 

month. On these Sundays, im-

mediately following the Chil-

dren’s Time during worship, 

kids age 5 through 3rd-graders are invited to exit 

the Sanctuary to study a kid-friendly lesson on the 

same scripture discussed in the day’s sermon. Kids 

will return to the Sanctuary right before the closing 

hymn or communion. 
 

Wednesday, September 16,  “KICK” Off 

Come join the fun! 
 

Our first KICK program for the 2015-2016 school 

year will be an amazing time! If your child is inter-

ested in attending, we begin our weekly program at 

3:30 p.m. in the Life Center Gym, and parents can 

pick kids up in the same location at 5:30 p.m. each 

Wednesday.  
 

Additionally, Sierra Vista buses run to the three 

elementary schools where most of our members’ 

children attend: Bonham, Lamar, and Wall Ele-

mentary Schools. Forms are now available in the 

Church Office for parents who are interested in 

having their children participate in after-school 

pick-up on Wednesdays. 
 

Please pray about how you can help us between 

3:30 and 5:30 p.m. on Wednesdays. Your presence 

and energy would be so appreciated and would 

bless so many! 
 

Praise Dance 
 

Wednesdays, from 5:30 

to 6:15 p.m. those inter-

ested in liturgical dance 

will meet in the Sierra 

Vista Sanctuary. Child-

care will be available, and ALL AGES ARE WEL-

COME!  Call Cheryl Specht at 234-8822 for more 

info.  
 

Praise dance is the use of dance and movement for 

the purpose of honoring God. It should draw atten-

tion to God and His majesty. Whether called 

"Praise" dance, "Sacred" dance or "Liturgical" 

dance, it is an expression of worship that can en-

hance personal worship time, as well as add a visu-

al element to public worship. 
 

Third-Grade Bible Presentation 
 

October 11th, age-appropriate Bibles will be pre-

sented to our third-grade students during Sunday 

services.  We invite the congregation to serve as 

“Faith Friends” and sponsor these Bibles for our 

third-graders.  Bible sponsors are asked to finance 

the Bible purchase, write a note to the child, and 

attend the Bible presentation during the chosen 

Sunday service.  
 

Some Bible sponsors have already been identified, 

but, if you are interested in sponsoring one of the 

following third-graders or if you know a third-

grader who is involved at Sierra Vista who is not 

listed, please contact the Church Office: 

 

Ace Archer  Hayden Barnes 

Karley Boswell Jace Cline 

Aivy Cope  Caleb Dover 

Wesley Hale  Chase Jackson 

Ethan Richardson Jack Ruda 

Madeline Stephens Brayden Wagner 

Brylynn Watts  Channing Zesch 
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PUMPKINS ARE  

COMING! 
 

Wednesday, September 30th at 5:30 pm.  

Sunday, October 11th at 1:00 pm  
 

We were blessed last 

year with a 

“Pumpkin Patch House” of our 

very own! Your pumpkin patch 

work, purchases and donations 

made last year very successful! 

THANK YOU! This year, we want to improve up-

on last years patch by adding a few things… We 

need insulation and sheetrock to complete the in-

side of the house and we need a few more picture 

opportunities… If you are a contractor or someone 

who can get us a great deal on the supplies… or if 

you are a rock star volunteer with mad skills and 

are willing to help… or if you have a cool little 

tractor or something to put in the patch for the 

month of October for excellent picture opportuni-

ties… Please call Tina or Will at the church office. 
 

Grace & Grub 
 

Grace and Grub… “Free lunch” for the youth from 

Central High School, TLC and Cornerstone Chris-

tian school starts back on September 24th. We will 

need wonderful volunteers, such as yourself, to 

cook hamburger meat, bake cakes, buy chips, sal-

ad, cheese, ranch dressing and salsa, or you can 

donate money to help with this fantastic ministry. 

Call Tina with questions and to say YES when she 

or Will calls or texts! 
 

Ski Trip 2016 Plans Are Set! 
 

The annual Youth Ski Trip is scheduled for March 

11th through 16th. We will be heading to Steamboat 

Springs, Colorado (We will be staying at the base 

of the mountain). The cost of the trip is $650, 

which includes everything except for two meals 

coming and going, ski lessons (if you need them), 

upgrades (snow boards or performance skis), and 

souvenirs. There is room for 56 youth and adults 

on this trip so space is limited. A $125 dollar de-

posit is needed NOW to reserve your spot. The 

trip is for youth entering 6th grade through 12th 

grade. We will need several sponsors as well. If 

you are interested in going please call Tina or Will 

at 944-4041. 

Senior Scholarships 
 

Sierra Vista gave out 4 - $500 dollar schol-

arships this year to 4 deserving youth! We 

are still a little short of money. The checks 

have been sent, in hopes that the money 

will come in. This money is not in our 

budget, it comes from wonderful donors like you! 

If you are looking for a place to donate some mon-

ey, we hope you will consider donating to this 

fund. You can make it in honor or memory of a 

loved one and it will be a great way to support four 

deserving seniors from this church 
 

Soda Can Pulls 
 

Remember to continue saving your soda can 

pull tops. 24 pounds of pulls will help a 

family of 4 spend a night in the Ronald 

McDonald House. Thank you for all your 

support! 
 

Stained Glass & Scenic Note Cards 
 

We have packages of Sierra Vista stained glass 

windows note cards for $8 for 12 cards. We are al-

so offering some scenic note cards with different 

scriptures. They are $15 for 24. We also have some 

San Angelo Lily Collection note cards for $10 for  

8. They come with or without scripture and in a 

box with a ribbon… perfect for gift giving. Come 

by the church office to buy a box or two. 
 

2015 Youth Mission Trips 
 

We are exactly $3,092.96 short of 

paying for the youth summer mis-

sion trips. If you haven’t given 

yet… please consider doing so. Your support is the 

only way we can go out into the world and make a 

difference.  
 

Sunday School Teacher Wanted! 
 

We need one more Sunday school teacher to trade 

out with the Senior High teacher. If you have ever 

thought about hanging out with some great youth… 

please consider filling this need. We have the cur-

riculum, you just have to say yes! Contact Tina for 

more information. 
 

Fall UMYF & Bible Study 
 

September 20th—Regular UMYF Please come! We 

will start working on different projects and prepare 

for all the upcoming “stuff”. 
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FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
 

2015 Budget    $1,264,276.00 
Anticipated Monthly Income/Expense $  105,356.33 
 
Anticipated JAN-AUG 2015  $   737,494.31 
 

Budget Income JAN-MAR 2015   $   323,586.83 
Budget Income APR-JUN 2015   $   331,288.26 
Budget Income JUL 2015   $     95,442.11   
Budget Income AUG 2015   $   119,709.64 
   Total Income JAN-AUG 2015  $   870,026.84 
 

Budget Expense JAN-MAR 2015 $  293,871.25 
Budget Expense APR-JUN 2015 $   308,564.92 
Budget Expense JUL 2015  $     99,400.38 
Budget Expense AUG 2015  $   111,006.90 
  Total Expense JAN-AUG 2015  $   813,274.45 
Net AUG 31, 2015 (pre-audit)  $     56,752.39 
 

Restricted Gifts JAN 1-AUG 30, 2015 

ASU Football Lunch   $       2,000.00 
CDC (Child Development Center) $          500.00 
CDC Scholarship   $          236.72 
Celebration Box    $       2,863.87 
Childrenôs Fund-raisers (camp)  $     10,967.21 
Childrenôs Special   $          325.00 
City-wide Bed Project   $       2,450.00 
Conference: Acuna   $          565.00 
Conference: No More Malaria  $            50.00 
Costa Rica-Thomas   $       2,010.00 
Flood Buckets    $       4,088.00 

Altar Rail Account (Pastorsô Discretionary Fund): 
Beginning balance JAN 1, 2015  $       2,555.50 
Received JAN-AUG 2015   $       2,502.25 
Spent JAN-AUG 2015   $       4,583.00  
Balance AUG 31, 2015   $          474.75 

Harvest Festival    $          622.00 
Honduras    $       2,533.00 
Landscape    $       4,000.00 
Mary Lee Art Enrichment Fund  $          200.00 
Menôs Bible Conversation  $          481.25 
Mid-Week Ministries:KICK  $          935.00 
Mission Trips (Youth)   $     11,966.00 
Music     $       1,555.00 
Organ replacement   $     37,207.00 
Outreach: Alta Loma   $          600.00 
Outreach: Kids Eat Free   $       8,264.00 
Outreach: Mac & Cheese  $          265.00 
Permanent Endowment Fund  $          552.72 
Prayer Shawl Ministry   $          251.00 
Programming    $       1,200.00 
Project Dignidad (food value)  $       2,074.00 
Senior Adult Ministries Special  $          929.25 
Sierra Vista Men   $          724.98 
Youth Senior Scholarship  $       1,010.00 
Youth Special    $       3,976.56 


